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About the Measure

Domain: Social Determinants of Health

Measure: English Proficiency

Definition: English proficiency is an individual-level measurement of spoken English language
proficiency.

Purpose: Limited English proficiency (LEP) status is associated with multiple health care

disparities and places patients at risk for decreased quality of care and in
disaster/safety events. It is associated with lower educational attainment and limited
employment opportunities. These questions help understand how well an individual
speaks English and analyze and plan programs for adults and children with limited

proficiency.
Essential PhenX None
Measures:
Related PhenX Birthplace
Measures: Birthplace of Parents
Ethnicity

Multigroup Ethnic Identity

Neighborhood-level Racial/Ethnic Composition

Race

Race/Ethnic Residential Segregation

Race/Ethnic Residential Segregation-American Community Survey
Race/Ethnic Residential Segregation-U.S. Census

Years Living in the U.S.
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Keywords:
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from Source:

California Health Interview Survey (CHIS), 2018; Language Spoken at Home,
American Community Survey (ACS), 2019

ACS, American Community Survey, California Health Interview Survey, CHIS, Limited




English Proficiency Date of SC final approval

Description: The respondent completes a question from the California Health Interview Survey
(CHIS) asking for the respondent’s own opinion of how well he or she speaks English.
Specific The Working Group recommends that the interviewer ascertain what language is

Instructions:

spoken in the home, such as “Does this person speak a language other than English at
home?” and “What is this language?”. This protocol is only asked of a participant who
speaks a language other than English at home. For languages other than English, this
protocol may need to be asked by a translator. See
http://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/chis/design/Pages/Questionnaires%20(Translated).aspx for
translated protocols in languages other than English.

Protocol: Since you speak a language other than English at home, we are interested in your own
opinion of how well you speak English. Would you say you speak English...
[11 Very well,

[12 Well,

[13 Not well, or
[14 Notatall?
[1-7 REFUSED
[1-8 DON'T KNOW

Selection The question provides a standard, accepted measure of limited English

Rationale: proficiency(LEP) status.

Source: Regents of the University of California. (2019). CHIS 2018 Adult Questionnaire,
question number “QA18_G8” is represented in this protocol as question 1. Retrieved
from http://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/chis/design/Pages/questionnairesEnglish.aspx

Availability: Publicly available

Life Stage: Adult

Language: Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese), English, Korean, Spanish, Tagalog, Viethamese

Participant: Aged 18 years or older

Personnel and
Training Required:

None
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Equipment Needs:

None

General
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Mode of
Administration:

Self-administered

Derived Variables:

None
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Requirements:

Requirements Category Required (Yes/No):
Major equipment No
Specialized training No
Specialized requirements for biospecimen No
collection

Average time of greater than 15 minutes in an No
unaffected individual

Annotations for
Specific
Conditions:

No annotations at this time

Process and
Review:

Not applicable




